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DISCORD  IN  CONCORD  ON  THE  DAY  OF  JOHN  BROWN'S 
HANGING  by  Michael  Meyer 

On  the  day  John  Brown  was  executed,  December  2, 
1859,  there  were  sympathetic  deomonstrations  in 
many  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  services  in  Concord 
were  planned  by  a  select 
committee  of  four  men  from 
the  community:   Simon  Brown, 

a  former  lieutenant-gover-  <  "   "-V- 

nor;  John  Shepard  Keyes,  a 
sheriff;  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson;  and  Henry  David 
Thoreau.   Given  the  social 
status  of  three  of  the 
committee  members  in  the 
town,  it  is  significant  that 
Thoreau  took  the  "prominent 
part  in  the  movement  and 
chiefly  arranged  for  it."-'- 


-  -v--; 


i 


;i/i 


/ 


'. 


iV 


--■  ,  \ 


'■  A  v,/. 


Thoreau' s  individualism 
seldom  permitted  him  to 
participate  in  committees, 
but  this  work  was  in  the 
cause  of  a  Transcendental 
individualist  who  had  acted 
on  principle  at  Harpers 
Ferry.   He  therefore  allow- 
ed himself  to  be  a  member 
of  a  committee — and  part  of 
a  movement. 

A  month  before  Brown's 
execution  the  Liberator 
published  a 


resolution 
passed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society  in 
response  to  the  death  sen- 
tence imposed  on  him.   The 
resolution  urged  "the 
friends  of  impartial  free  - 
dom  throughout  the  Free 
States"  to  observe  Brown's 
execution  "on  the  day  of 
its  occurrence,  in  such  a 
manner  as  by  them  may  be 
deemed  most  appropriate  in 
their  various  localities." 

The  Liberator  editorialized  on  the  appropriateness 
of  this  resolution,  specifically  requesting  that 
"there  be  a  tolling  of  the  bells  for  one  hour"  on 
the  day  of  the  execution.2   This  call  for  commem- 
orative services  was  reprinted  in  many  newspapers 
around  the  country,  and  it  was  this  sympathetic 
movement  that  informed  Thoreau 's  activities  in 
(Cont.  on  Page  2) 


*************************************************** 
The  1979  ANNUAL  MEETING  will  be  held  at  the  First 
Parish  in  Concord,  Mass.,  on  Saturday,  July  14th, 
with  President  Wendell  Glick  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  pre- 
siding.  Speaker  of  the  Day  will  be  Prof.  Frederick 
Garber,  author  of  THOREAU 'S  REDEMPTIVE  IMAGINATION. 
The  presidential  address  will  be  on  Thoreau 's  Jer- 
sey ancestors.   An  afternoon 
session  will  be  devoted  to  a 
panel  discussion  on  the  mem- 
bers of  Thoreau ' s  immediate 
-  v  family.   The  evening  program 

'  >.  will  include  slides  of  Thor- 

eau '  s  Cape  Cod  by  Mary  Fenn 
and  some  of  Thoreau 's  favor- 
ite songs  sung  by  Caroline 
Moseley.   Further  details 
will  be  announced  in  the 
spring  bulletin. 

The  1979  nominating  com- 
mittee consists  of  Thomas 
Blanding,  Malcolm  Ferguson, 
and  Eugene  Walker  of  Concord; 
J.  Parker  Huber  of  Storrs, 
Conn.;  and  Linda  Beaulieu 
(Box    65,  Holcomb,  N.  Y.), 
Chairwoman. 
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from  THOREAU   A  Century  of  Criticis: 


EMERSON'S  COPY  OF  WALDEN.  . 
.  .  Walter  Harding 

The  book  sensation  of  the 
year  was  the  sale  of  Emerson's 
copy  of  WALDEN  with  a  presen- 
tation inscription  from 
Thoreau.   It  was  sold  at  the 
Boston  Antiquarian  Book  Fair 
in  Boston  in  November  by  John 
Gach,  a  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
book  dealer  to  another  dea- 
ler, Serendipity  Books  (Peter 
Howard)  of  Berkeley,  Calif., 
for  $27,500.   Gach  had  re- 
ceived the  book  from  a  young 
Montanan  who  said  he  had 
purchased  it  for  very  little 
in  a  thrift  shop  in  his  home 
state .   Howard  in  turn  put 
the  book  up  for  bid  and  it 
was  sold  anonymously  for 
$72,500.   However,  Emerson's  great  grandson,  David 
Emerson  of  Concord  then  announced  that  the  book  had 
been  taken  from  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Cotton  of  Decker,  Montana,  about  a  year  ago.   And 
so  now  the  question  of  the  ownership  of  the  volume 
will  probably  have  to  be  decided  by  the  courts. 
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shaping  the  Concord  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall  for 

December  2. 

The  fullest  description  of  the  service  appears  in 
James  Redpath's  tribute  to  John  Brown  published  the 
following  year.3   The  participants  in  the  ceremony 
were  Thoreau,  Emerson,  Alcott,  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Rev. 
E.  H.  Sears,  Charles  Bowers  and  John  S.  Keyes. 
Redpath  introduces  his  description  of  the  service 
with  a  warm  tribute  to  Concord: 

The  martyrdom  of  John  Brown  was  most 
worthily  celebrated  at  Concord,  Massa- 
chusetts.  The  town  which  inaugerated 
the  first  American  "Insurrection"  was 
faithful  to  its  traditions  in  doing 
honor  to  the  first  martyr  of  the  second 
and  the  grander  Revolution;  and,  unlike 
other  towns,  equally  zealous  for  justice, 
and  equally  desirous  of  doing  honor  to 
the  merits  and  memory  of  John  Brown,  it 
possessed  more  men  by  nature  fit  for  the 
occasion,  than  any  other  community  of 
the  same  population  in  the  Union. 
Redpath's  account  of  the  activities  in  Concord  on 
December  2  is,  however,  a  partisan  and  partial 
version  of  what  actually  happened.   Thoreau' s 
Journal  makes  clear  that  there  was  opposition  in 
Concord  to  a  memorial  service  for  Brown.   Dr. 
Bartlett  cautioned  him  "that  he  had  heard  'five 
hundred'  (.'.)    damn  me  for  it,  and  that  he  had  no 
doubt  that  if  it  were  done  some  counter-demonstra- 
tion would  be  made,  such  as  firing  minute  guns." 
Thoreau  was  surprised  to  find  that  "a  considerable 
part  of  Concord  are  in  the  condition  of  Virginia 
to-day, — afraid  of  their  own  shadows."^  Evidently, 
Thoreau  did  not  take  this  opposition  very  seriously, 
and  even  if  he  had  he  probably  would  have  gone  ahead 
with  plans  for  the  ceremony.   But  there  were  bitter 
feelings  in  Concord  about  the  eulogy  for  Brown, 
feelings  that  are  revealed  in  two  newspaper 
accounts  that  have  previously  been  overlooked. 

The  first  is  an  ancnymous  letter  to  the  editor 
of  the  Boston  Daily  Evening  Traveller  which  appear- 
ed the  day  before  the  execution: 

There  is  some  prospect  that  the  citizens 
of  Old  Concord  will  be  permitted  to  hear 
the  mournful  sound  of  tolling  bells  on  next 
Friday  (^December  ^  ,  a  vote  to  that  effect 
having  been  made  last  Monday  evening 
[November  20^    >    when  about  150  of  those  who 
sympathize  with  John  Brown,  met  in  the  Town 
Hall. 

Since  the  meeting  there  have  been  some 
expressions  against  such  a  proceeding, 
and  so  we  shall  have  to  wait  and  see  what 
will  be  the  result.   One  speaker  thought 
that  the  flag  ought  to  be  raised  upon  the 
Liberty  pole,  half  mast  and  union  down, 
which  would,  he  thought,  better  represent 
the  present  condition  of  our  country. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  any  attempt 
to  thus  treat  the  flag  of  our  country 
will  be  strongly  opposed. 

Yours , 
Sigma6 
The  conservative  opposition  made  itself  apparent 
during  the  early  hours  of  December  2  when  an  effigy 
of  Brown  was  tied  to  a  tree.   Thoreau  mentions  in 
his  Journal  for  December  8  that  those  who  hanged 
the  effigy  "disgraced  themselves,"  and  he  was  "glad 
to  know  that"  they  "had  not  been  long  resident  here, 
and  had  done  nothing  to  secure  the  respect  of  the 


town,"  but  he  records  no  other  details  concerning 
the  incident. 

Several  newspapers  very  briefly  mentioned  the 
Concord  ceremony  in  reports  of  the  day ' s  commemora- 
tive activities,   but  there  seems  to  have  been  only 
one  detailed  account,  and  that  is  from  a  Democratic 
proslavery  perspective  which  offers  a  very  different 
view  of  Concord  from  Redpath's.   The  Boston  Post 
had  no  sympathy  for  Brown  or  for  any  of  his  suppor- 
ters.  The  paper  had  earlier  denounced  Thoreau ' s 
"A  Plea  for  Captain  John  Brown"  as  a  "ribald 
lecture"  because  it  "exalted  the  outlaw  ^Brown] 
above  the  Revolutionary  heroes";  the  paper  also 
found  repugnant  Thoreau' s  "blasphemously"  likening 
Brown  to  Christ.8   The  Post  was  even  harsher  with 
Wendell  Phillips  for  his  November  1  speech  entitled 
"The  Lesson  of  the  Hour"  which  praised  Brown  and 
his  cause;  the  Post  dismissed  the  speech  as  the 
"miserable  sentiments  of  a  fanatic"  who  "advocated 
treason"  and  who  was  nothing  more  than  a  "foul- 
mouthed  blasphemer,"  a  "ribald  vulture  who  sniffs  the 
the  stench  of  his  own  mental  corruption. "^   it  is 
not  surprising  then  that  the  Post  was  eager  to 
print  a  report  which  would  discredit  the  partici- 
pants in  a  commemorative  exercise  for  Brown.   Con- 
cord provided  the  paper  with  a  story  that  under- 
cut the  respectability  and  solemnity  of  the 
services : 

In  Concord 
A  meeting  of  the  sympathizers  of  John 
Brown  was  held  in  the  town  of  Concord,  Mass., 
on  Monday  evening  last  at  which  it  was  voted 
to  raise  the  American  flag  union  down  and 
have  the  bells  tolled,  on  Friday,  the  day 
of  the  execution.   This  created  consider- 
able excitement  among  the  conservative  men 
of  all  parties,  and  measures  were  accor- 
dingly taken  to  prevent  such  proceedings . 
It  was  therefore  arranged  that  a  party 
should  be  in  readiness,  in  case  the  flag 
was  raised,  to  haul  it  down,  and  raise  it 
again,  UNION  UP,  and  keep  it  in  that 
position  at  all  hazards.   Arrangements 
were  also  made,  we  understand,  in  case  the 
Abolitionists  persisted  in  their  insane 
attempt,  to  fire  a  salute  of  100  guna  in 
honor  of  the  Union.   The  Brown  party 
hearing  of  this,  concluded  not  to  go 
through  the  programme  as  first  intended; 
but  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
at  2  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon,  the 
exercises  at  which  were  as  follows: 
Music,  Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Sears,  of  Way land; 
Hymn,  "Go  to  the  Grave  in  all  they  glorious 
prime,"  read  by  Hon.  Simon  Brown;  Reading 
of  Pertinent  Passages  (from  the  poets) ,  by 
H.  D.  Thoreau;  Selections  from  Brown's  Last 
Words,  by  R.  W.  Emerson;  Service  for  the 
Death  of  a  Martyr,  by  A.  B.  Alcott,  and  a 
Dirge,  composed  for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  F. 
B.  Sanborn  and  read  by  Hon.  Simon  Brown,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  fair  specimen: 
Great  Washington's  indignant  shade 

Forever  urged  him  on, — 
He  heard  from  Monticello's  glade 
The  voice  of  Jefferson. 
The  meeting  was  composed  chiefly  of  ladies, 
and  the  exercises  passed  off  in  a  quiet  manner. 
At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  an  effigy, 
life  size,  of  the  "old  man  Brown,  was  dis- 
covered hanging  on  a  large  tree  directly  in 


front  of  the  Tovm  Hall.   Attached  to  the 
body  was  a  will,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy: — 

LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT  OF  OLD  JOHN 
BROWN,  OF  JEFFERSON  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 

I  bequeath  to  Hon.  Simon  Brown  my 
execution  robe,  the  emblem  of  spotless 
purity  and  an  unswerving  politician. 

I  bequeath  to  Hon.  John  S.  Keyes  my 
execution  cord,  made  of  material  war- 
ranted to  last  to  hang  all  the  aiders 
and  abettors  of  Old  John  Brown. 

I  bequeath  to  H.  D.  Thoreau,  Esq.,  my 
body  and  soul,  he  having  eulogized  my 
character  and  actions  at  Harper's  Ferry 
above  the  Saints  in  Heaven. 

I  bequeath  to  my  beloved  friend, 
Charles  Bowers  my  old  boots,  and  emblems 
of  the  souls  of  those  I  have  murdered. 

I  bequeath  to  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  all 
my  personal  property,  and  my  execution 
cap,  which  contains  nearly  all  the  brains 
I  ever  had. 

I  bequeath  to  Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett  the 
the  superintending  of  the  ringing  of  the 
bells,  and  flags  at  half-mast,  union  down. 

The  effigy  was  speedily  cut  down  and  dis- 
sected by  the  Brown  party,  and  the  will  des- 
troyed, but  some  of  the  knowing  ones  managed 
to  save  a  copy. 

At  half-past  six  o'clock  everything  was 
quiet  in  the  town,  and  though  there  were 
rumors  to  the  effect  that  an  attempt  would 
be  made  to  toll  the  bells,  we  were  assured 
by  prominent  citizens  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  would  be  tolerated.  1<-) 

This  unsigned  report  must  have  been  written  by 
someone  who  had  been  in  Concord  that  day — very 
likely  a  resident.   The  details  concerning  the  pro- 
gram all  are  accurate.   Even  the  "Dirge"  is  correc- 
tly attributed  to  F.  B.  Sanborn  whose  name  had  pur- 
posely not  been  associated  with  the  prograa  for  his 
own  safety;  "so  careful  were  my  townsmen  that  I 
should  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  publication  of  my 
name"  wrote  Sanborn  years  later,  "that  I  was  des- 
cribed merely  as  a  'gentleman  of  Concord.  '  "■*■*■      The 
reporter  is  familiar  with  the  issues  concerning  the 
ceremony — the  flag  and  the  bells,  and  the  people 
satirized  in  the  will.   Although  there  is  no  extant 
copy  of  the  will,  the  accurately  reported  details 
of  the  account  implicitly  argue  that  the  parody  was 
in  fact  attached  to  the  effigy.   Perhaps  the  unkin- 
dest  cut  of  all  is  the  claim  that  the  "meeting  was 
composed  chiefly  of  ladies,"  a  detail  designed  to 
link  Brown's  supporters  with  feminine  (and  effemi- 
nite)  cranks   who  supposedly  attended  such  meetings. 
The  Post  was  fond  of  collapsing  distinctions  among 
reformists—whether  they  were  for  "Abolitionism 
f ree-soilism,  free-loveism,  socialism,  Fourierism, 
women's  rightism,   or   spiritualism — "  so  that  the 
common  denominator  among  them  was  a  "heretical" 
hostility  to  law  and  order. 12 

There  were,  of  course,  many  in  Concord  who  sympa- 
thized with  Brown,  but  there  were  also  many  who, 
because  they  abhorred  Brown's  means  or  ends,  or  both, 
were  extremely  dissatisfied  with  a  public  eulogy  for 
him.   These  people,  however,  did  not  write  published 
accounts  of  the  day  nor  were  their  activities  re- 
corded in  any  detail  by  Thoreau,  Emerson,  Alcott  or 
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other  Brown  supporters.   Nevertheless,  the  Post' s 
report  allows  us  to  see  more  clearly  than  before 
that  Redpath's  description  of  Concord's  harmonious 
zeal  for  Brown  is  only  half  the  story.    There 
was  much  discordant  bitterness  too;  no  bells  chimed 
in  Concord  that  day. 

NOTES 
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Post,  Nov.  23,  1859,  for  a  reprint  of  a  story  from 
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reform  movements. 

l^For  a  brief  account  which  suggests  that  there 
was  considerable  tension  even  among  the  partici- 
pants of  the  ceremonies,  see  Walter  Harding,  "John 
Shepard  Keyes 's  Unpublished  Account  of  the  Exer- 
cises in  Memory  of  John  Brown,  Concord,  Massachu- 
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T'nese  drawings  are  reproduced  from  Thoreai's 
Journal.   If  you  wish  to  identify  them, 
simply  look  up  the  journal  entry     1-8-54 
for  the  date  indicated  in  the  numerals. 

HENRY  FALT'S  THIRD  BIOGRAPHY  OF  THOREAU  bv 
Fritz  Oehlschlaeger 

In  1890  the  English  Socialist  and  Humanitarian 
Henry  S.  Salt  published  what  most  scholars  have  re- 
garded the  best  Thoreau  biography  before  Walter 
Harding's  The  Days  of  Henry  thoreau.   The  sensitivi- 
ty of  Salt's  account  of  Thoreau' s  life  and  ideas  is 
truly  remarkable  considering  the  disadvantages  under 
which  he  worked.   Salt  had  never  visited  the  United 
States,  did   not  have  access  to  the  full  Journal , 
and  relied  of  necessity  on  Emerson's  undependable 
edition  of  Thoreau' s  letters,  Letters  to  Various 
Persons  (1865) .   In  1896  Salt  revised  and  republi- 
shed the  biography  the  biography  in  abbreviated 
form,  cutting  many  lonq  passages  quoted  from 
Thoreau 's  works.   Salt  also  made  needed  corrections 
in  the  book,  incorporating  much  information  he  had 
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received  from  Dr.  Samuel  Arthur  Tories,  Alfred  w. 

Hosmer,  and  other  American  correspondents. 

What  has  not  generally  been  known  is  that  Salt 
later  prepared  a  third,  substantially  revised 
version  of  his  Life  of  Thoreau.   In  a  letter  of 
January  7,  1908,  to  Ernest  W.  Vickers,  Thoreau 
enthusiast  from  Ellsworth  Station,  Ohio,  Salt  des- 
cribed this  revised  biography:   "I  must  not  forget 
to  add  that  during  the  past  autumn  I  have  very 
carefully  revised  the  book  in  the  light  of  the  full 
Journals  sc,  and  I  have  gone  through  the  mass  of 
letters,  printed  papers,  Sc.  received  by  me  from 
Dr.  Jones,  Mr.  Sanborn,  and  many  others  since  1896. 
The  result  is  that  I  have  been  able  to  correct  and 
improve  the  Life  in  many  particulars."   (ms.  in 
the  Collection  of  Ernest  W.  Vickers,  University  of 
Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign  Library) 

With  the  encouragement  and  aid  of  vickers,  Salt 
attempted  to  find  a  publisher  for  an  American 
edition  of  this  third  biography.   He  had  long  hoped 
to  have  his  Life  of  Thoreau  published  in  the  United 
States.  Before  the  publication  of  his  1890  work  by 
Bentley  of  London,  Salt  had  discussed  with  F.  B. 
Sanborn  the  possibility  of  Houghton  Mifflin's 
bringing  the  book  out  in  America.  Similarly,  as 
Salt  explained  to  Vickers,  "Macmillans,  of  New 
York,  were  offered  sheets  of  the  first  edition,  in 
1891,  on  almost  nominal  terms  yet  did  not  care  to 
have  them."   (Salt  to  Vickers,  January  17,  1908. 
Vickers  Collection.)   No  more  fruitful  were  the 
efforts  of  Salt  and  Vickers  to  find  a  publisher 
for  this  third  edition.  Acting  as  Salt's  repre- 
sentative, Vickers  corresponded  with  at  least  three 
American  firms — the  Public  Publishing  Company  of 
Chicago,  Houghton  Mifflin,  and  Thomas  Y.  Crowe 11 — 
none  of  which  showed  any  significant  interest. 
Salt's  attempts  to  arrange  a  revised  edition  in 
England  met  with  similar  failure.  The  Walter  Scott 
company,  publishers  of  the  1896  Life,  were  reluc- 
tant to  issue  the  new  biography  while  much  of  the 
earlier  edition  remained  unsold.   As  Salt  reported 
to  Vickers,  "as  many  as  2,000"  copies  of  the  1896 
edition  were  still  unsold  in  1908 — evidence  that 
the  publishers  who  refused  Salt's  work  were  un- 
doubtedly correct  about  the  commercial  possibili- 
ties of  Thoreau  biography  in  1908.   (Salt  to 
Vickers,  February  10,  1908.   Vickers  Collection.) 

Salt  had  hoped  very  much  to  bring  out  the  1908 
revision  of  his  biography;  in  fact,  he  was  willing 
to  pay  a  substantial  portion  of  the  costs  for  a 
new  edition.   (See  Salt  to  Vickers,  January  7, 
1908,  and  March  24,  1908.   Vickers  Collection.) 
Indeed  Salt  still  contemplated  publishing  a  re- 
vised edition  in  1929,  as  he  told  William  Sloane 
Kennedy  in  an  April  9  letter  of  that  year:   "I  am 
pretty  busy  in  one  way  or  another — my  latest  work 
is  a  new  edition  of  my  'Life  of  Thoreau.'   The 
Walter  Scott  firm  is  dead;  and  I  should  be  free 
to  reissue  tie  book,  if  any  publisher  would  care 
to  venture.   I  have  written  to  Houghton  Mifflin, 
first,  to  ask  if  the  idea  appeals  at  all  to  them, 
but  probably  they  would  think  it  beneath  their 
dignity  to  take  up  an  old  English  book.  I*   they 
decline,  I  shall  sound  other  firms,  either  in  this 
country  or  in  yours."   (See  George  Hendrick, 
"Literary  Comments  in  the  Letters  of  Henry  S.  Salt 
to  W.  S.  Kennedy,"  ESQ  19  (1960),  28).   It  is  un- 
fortunate for  all  Thoreau  students  that  neither 
Salt  nor  Vickers  could  find  a  publisher,  as  this 
third  biography  could  contain  important  additions 
to  our  knowledge  of  Thoreau' s  life — particularly 
since 


Salt  had  drawn  upon  letters  to  him  from  Sanborn  and 
Dr.  Jones,  almost  none  of  which  are  presently  avail- 
able.  Salt's  reflections  on  Thoreau's  full  Journal, 
not  available  to  him  in  1896,  would  also  be  most 
welcome.   It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  valuable 
manuscript  has  survived  and  will  some  day  be  found 
and  published,  as  Henry  Salt  and  Ernest  Vickers 
long  ago  desired. 

Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WALKING  SOCIETY  Cape   Ann  by  Mary  R. 
Fenn 

To  people  living  in  the  general  area  of  Boston, 
the  North  Shore  and  the  South  Shore  are  places  where 
ones  go  enjoy  the  beauties  of  the  seaside.   In 
buckina  the  heavy  traffic  along  the  hiqhwav,  it  al- 
most seems  as  though  those  south  of  Boston  prefer 
the  north  Shore,  and  those  north  of  Boston  travel 
the  road  south.   One  of  Thoreau's  most  delightful 
journeys  was  south  to  Cape  Cod.   But  he  travelled 
n^rth  too,  to  Cane  »nn;  that  rugged  coastline  jut- 
ting into  the  sea  including  Manchester,  Salem,  and 
Marblehead. 

Manchester  is  famous  for  its  Singing  Beach,  and 
the  Walking  Society  enjoys  scuffing  the  feet  in  the 
sand  to  hear  "the  squeaking  sound  as  of  one  parti- 
cle rubbing  on  another,"  as  Thoreau  did.   At  one 
end  of  the  beach  is  Eagle  Head,  a  "high  rocker 
point"  capped  with  pines.   Thoreau  scrambled  over 
this  for  hementioned  a  smaller  sandy  beach  on  the 
other  side.   Now  it  is  posted  as  privatelv  owned , 
but  fortunately  for  the  Walking  Society  we  know  the 
owner  and  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  stand  on 
Eagle  Head  viewing  the  curve  of  Singing  Beach  below 
anc1  the  great  bay  beyond. 

In  Salem  Thoreau  said  he  visited  "the  rooms  of 
the  Essex  Institute,  if  that  is  its  name."  It  is 
indeed  its  name,  and  we  find  it  filled  with  in- 
teresting artifacts  as  Thoreau  did.   The  "East 
India  Marine  Hall,"  as  Thoreau  called  it,  is  now 
called  the  Peabody  Institute,  and  is  eaually  in- 
teresting.  Although  a  large  new  addition  has  been 
added,  the  original  stone  Marine  Hall  building 
with  its  enormous  ship's  anchor  out  in  front  has 
been  preserved. 

Marblehead,  as  all  the  other  seaside  towns,  is 
crowded  and  over  populated.   However  the  old  sec- 
tion remains  as  it  was  in  early  days,  with  beau- 
tiful colonial  dwellings,  picturesque  ship  yards, 
and  the  famous  narrow  and  crooked  streets. 
Thoreau  noticed  the  "Marblehead  coast  green  stone 
generally  with  dykes  in  sienite".   He  visited  the 
Spouting  Horn  as  he  called  it,  where  the  sea 
rushes  up  a  narrow  dyke  with  a  noise  sometimes 
compared  to  that  of  a  screeching  woman. 

Thoreau  had  the  advantage  over  us,  for  he  walked 
the  entire  distance,  listing  the  seaside  plants 
and  birds  as  well  as  terrain.   In  spite  of  the 
bustle  of  traffic  and  the  congested  shorelines, 
one  may  still  seek  out  a  secluded  place  here  and 
there  where  it  is  possible  to  sit  on  the  rocky 
shore  with  the  sea  lapping  against  the  rocks,  en- 
joying the  fragrance  of  wild  roses  in  early  sum- 
mer or  bayberries  in  autumn,  and  see  the  ever 
circling  gulls  with  their  discordant  but  not  un- 
pleasant cries. 
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*************************************************** 
THOREAU'S  MAINE  RELATIVES  by  Leonard  Kleinfeld. 

(Editor's  note:   We  are  indebted  to  Leonard  Klein- 
feld for  permission  to  reprint  this  chart  of 
Thoreau's  Maine  relatives  which  he  compiled  in  1967, 
and  which  has  been  updated  for  us  by  Mrs.  Henry  J. 
Wheelwright.   Thoreau's  Maine  relatives  all  descen- 


*************************************************** 
ded  from  Henry's  father's  sister  Nancy  Thoreau, 
who  in  1810  married  Caleb  C.  Billings  and  settled 
in  Bangor,  Maine.) 
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THOREAU  AND  THE  "EMINENT  SCAMP"  by  Martin  Doudna 

Near  the  end  of  "The  Last  Days  of  John  Brown" 
Thoreau  quotes  six  lines  of  verse  to  describe 
Brown's  manner  of  meeting  his  death: 

'Ke  nothing  common  did  or  mean 

Upon  that  memorable  scene, 

Nor  called  the  gods  with  vulgar  spite, 

To  vindicate  his  helpless  right; 

But  bowed  his  comely  head 

Down  as  upon  a  bed. ' 

Thoreau  does  not  identify  the  source  of  these  lines 
nor  indicate  to  whom  they  originally  referred.   To 
have  done  so  would  have  been  awkward.   For  a  few 
paragraphs  earlier  Thoreau  had  exclaimed  indignan- 
tly: 

When  I  looked  into  a  liturgy  of  the  church 
of  England  ...  to  find  a  service  applicable 
to  the  case  of  Brown,  I  found  that  the  only 
martyr  recognized  and  provided  for  by  it  was 
King  Charles  the  First,  an  eminent  scamp.  . 
.  .  .  What  a  satire  on  the  Church  is  that! 

It  is  no  surprise,  then,  to  find  Thoreau  failing 
to  mention  that  the  lines  he  has  used  to  honor 
Brown  are  taken  from  Andrew  Marvell's  "Horatian 
Ode,  upon  Cromwell's  Return  from  Ireland"  and  that 
they  describe  the  death  scene  of  the  man  Thoreau 
had  just  referred  to  as  "an  eminent  scamp," 
Charles  I. 

Thoreau  cannot  be  accused  of  using  Marvell's 
words  in  ignorance  of  their  context.   His  immediate 
source  for  them  was  undoubtedly  the  notebook  in 
which  he  had  copie  d  them  out  some  twenty  years 
earlier,  and  in  which  they  are  headed  "Charles. — " 
On  a  less  solemn  occasion  the  incongruous  juxta- 
position of  such  contradictory  references  to  King 
Charles  might  have  been  Thoreau 's  way  of  having  a 
bit  of  innocent  fun  at  his  readers'  expense.   But 
on  the  subject  of  John  Brovm,  Thoreau  was  deadly 
serious.   And  since  to  reveal  the  inappropriate 
original  application  of  the  verses  he  had  quoted 
to  honor  Brown  would  have  undercut  his  passionate 
apotheosis  of  the  antislavery  martyr,  Thoreau  chose 
in  this  instance  to  act  as  a  bit  of  a  scamp  him- 
self. 

FOOTNOTE 

As  transcribed  in  Kenneth  W.  Cameron,  The  Trans- 
cendentalists  and  Minerva  (Hartford: 
tal  Books,  1958)   1:   273. 


Transcenden- 


THE  MLA  MEETING 

As  announced  in  earlier  bulletins,  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Thoreau  Society  was  held  in  con- 
junction with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Modern 
Language  Association  in  New  York  City  on  December 
27,  1978.   Walter  Harding  presided.   Raymond  Gozzi 
of  the  University  of  Massachusetts  read  a  paper  on 
"Thoreau  and  I:   A  Personal  Note,"  and  Harding  one 
on  "Thoreau  and  Eros."   There  was  standing  room 
only  at  the  session,  with  more  than  one  hundred 
attending.   Plans  are  now  being  made  for  a  similar 
session  at  next  year's  MLA  in  San  Francisco  and 
they  will  be  announced  in  a  later  bulletin. 
ADDITIONS  TO  THE  THOREAU  BIBLIOGRAPHY  WH 
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190. 
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Brand,  Millen.   "A  Note  on  Thoreau  as  Poet."   CS , 
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den Pond  and  the  Thoreau  Lyceum. 
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Walter  Harding.   AMERICAN  HERITAGE,  30  (Dec. 
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Ferguson,  Malcolm.   "Emerson's  Copy  of  'Walden' 
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"An  Excursion  into  Thoreau  Country."   BOOK 
COLLECTOR'S  MARKET,  3  (Sept.  1978),  11-13.   Col- 
lecting Thoreau  books. 

Fuller,  Margaret.   ESSAYS  ON  AMERICAN  LIFE  AND 
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Gerber,  Frederick.   THOREAU 'S  REDEMPTIVE  IMAGINA- 
TION.  REVIEW:   (London)  TIMES  LITERARY  SUPPLE- 
MENT, Oct.  6,  1978. 

Glick,  Wendell.   "Scholarly  Editing  and  Dealing 
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Herrick,  Gerri.   "Sophia  Thoreau:   'Cara  Sophia." 
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Houglum,  Karen.  "Conversation  with  Karen  Houglum." 
EUGENE  (Ore.)  REGISTER-GUARD.  Oct.  8,  1978.  An 
account  of  following  Thoreau 's  route  in  Maine. 

Ives.  Charles.   "Piano  Sonata  No.  2:   Concord,  Mass. 
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Nonesuch  Records.   1977.   A  recording. 

Kesegawa,  Koh.  "Notes  on  Thoreau's  Journal  (2)" 
SHI  TO  SAMBUN  (Tokyo),  33  (Oct.  1978),  61-65. 
Text  in  Japanese. 

Kerr,  Howard.   MEDIUMS  AND  SPIRIT-RAPPERS  AND 

ROARING  RADICALS.  Urbana:  Univ.  of  111.,  1972. 
Thoreau,  pp.  52-54. 


Lebeaux,  Richard.   YOUNG  MAN  THOREAU.   Reviews: 
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WEST,  Nov.,  1977;  NEW  YORK  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS,  Oct. 
26,  1978 — this  latter  an  extended  essay  review. 

Loving,  Jerome.   "A  Letter  to  the  Editor."   CS  13, 
(Fall,  1978),  19-20.   On  Thoreau  in  Russia. 

McBride,  Stewart.   "In  the  Footsteps  of  Thoreau." 
CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR.   Sept.  6,  1978.   On 
William  Howarth's  writing  on  Thoreau.   Syndica- 
ted. 

McGrath,  Anne.   "Spear  Fishing  with  the  Thoreau 
Brothers."   CS,  13  (Fall,  1978),  1-2. 

McGuire,  Errol.   "Answer  to  D.  H.  Lawrence:   Thor- 
eau' s  Vision  of  the  Whole  Man."   THOREAU  JOURNAL 
QUARTERLY  (TJQ) ,  10  (Oct.  1978),  14-24. 

Meyer,  Michael.   "Thoreau1 s  Rescue  of  John  Brown 
from  History."   RIVALRY  AND  SYMBIOSIS:   LITERA- 
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40-66. 
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Travels."   CONCORD  PATRIOT.   Aug.  10,  1978. 
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EMERSON  IN  HIS  TIME.   New  York:   Oxford,  1979. 
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Ross,  Jane.   "Henry  Thoreau  a  Woman  Hater?  Well, 
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Teale,  Edwin  Way.   A  WALK  THROUGH  THE  YEAR.   New 
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.   A  WEEK  ON  THE  CONCORD  AND  MERRIMACK  RIVERS. 

Introduction  by  Charles  Anderson.   Illustrations 
by  R.  J.  Holden.   Limited  Editions  Club,  1975. 

ZEICHNUNGEN.   Mit  den  Kommentaren  aus  seinem 
Tagebuch,  Nachwort  von  W.  E.  Richartz.   Frank- 
furt:  Patio  Verlag,  1972.   20  pp.   Twenty 
drawings  from  Thoreau' s  journal  enlarged  and 
printed  with  accompanying  journal  entry.   Edi- 
tion limited  to  25  copies. 

Tollefson,  Ted.   "New  Religion:   The  Religion  of 

Henry  Thoreau."   NORTH  COUNTRY  ANVIL  (Millville, 
Minn.),  10  (February,  1974),  25-27. 

Tolstoi,  Leo.   "Letters  from  Tolstoi."  Trans,  by 
H.  G.  Scheffauer.   NATION,  122  (Feb.  17,  1926), 
177-8.   Includes  a  long  letter  on  Thoreau  and 
"Civil  Disobedience." 

Tolstyakov,  Arthur.   "Leo  Tolstoy  and  Americans." 
SOVIET  LIFE,  9  (Sept.  1978) ,  27ff .   Includes  a 
section  on  Thoreau  and  Tolstoi. 

Vicker,  Jim  Dale.  "Henry  David  Thoreau."  BACK- 
PACKING JOURNAL,  3  (Fall,  1977),  21ff.  Part 
One. 

"Profile  of  a  Pioneer:   Henry  David  Thoreau." 
BACKPACKING  JOURNAL,  3  (Winter,  1977),  28ff. 
Part  Two. 

Whitmore,  George.   "Friendship  in  New  England: 

Henry  Thoreau."   GAI  SABRE,  I  (1977),  104-111; 
188-202.   Homosexual  elements  in  Thoreau. 

Worster,  Donald.   NATURE"S  ECONOMY.   San  Francisco: 
Sierra  Club  Books,  1977.   "The  Subversive  Scien- 
ce: Thoreau' s  Romantic  Ecology,"  pp.  57-112. 
Centered  primarily  on  his  ecological  interests, 
it  is  one  of  the  most  thoughtful  discussions 
of  Thoreau' s  relationships  with  nature  and  with 
science  I  have  seen  and  is  particularly  help- 
ful in  placing  him  in  the  context  of  the  ideas 
prevalent  in  his  day. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  following  for  information 
used  in  this  bulletin:   J.  Austin,  R.  Alent,  T. 
Balaam,  L.  Berkove,  W.  Bly,  W.  Bottorff,  J.  Butkus, 
M.  Campbell,  G.  Carter,  A.  DeGregorie,  M.  Delizia, 
J.  Donovan,  R.  Epler,  F.  Fenn,  M.  Ferguson,  R.  Gan- 
ley,  D.  Hannan,  G.  Hannon,  R.  Haynes,  W.  Heath,  K. 
Houglum,  P.  Huber,  M.  Iida,  D.  Jeffrey,  E.  Johnson, 
R.  Jones,  D.  Kamen-Kay,  K.  Kasegawa,  G.  Kerfoot, 


A.  Kovar,  S.  Mailloux,  A.  McGrath,  D.  McWilliams, 
G.  Megathlin,  M.  Meyer,  C.  Orr,  R.  Poland,  J.  Pon- 
tin,  N.  Pokrovsky,  R.  Quick,  W.  Richartz  (particu- 
larly for  the  German  items),  R.  Schaedle,  E.  Scho- 
field,  L.  Shanley,  C.  Skellie,  E.  Teale,  R.  Thomp- 
son, J.  Vickers,  S.  Wellman,  E.  Williams,  E.  Worth- 
en,  and  S.  Zelinsky.   Please  keep  the  secretary 
informed  of  items  he  has  missed  or  new. ones  as  they 
appear. 

NOTES  AND  QUERIES 

The  Henry  D.  Thoreau  School  of  Wilderness  Studies 
of  Eastern  Connecticut  State  College  in  Willimantic, 
Conn.  (06226)  will  be  conducting  another  of  its 
"Thoreau 's  Maine  Woods"  courses,  canoeing  along 
Thoreau' s  trails  there,  in  August.   Those  interes- 
ted in  participating  should  get  in  touch  with  the 
director,  J.  Parker  Huber. 

The  Indiana  Committee  for  the  Humanities  has  re- 
cently sponsored  performances' of  Lawrence  and  Lee's 
"The  Night  Thoreau  Spent  in  Jail"  followed  by  dis- 
cussions of  Thoreau' s  ideas  in  Richmond,  Ind. 

Awona  Harrington  of  El  Cajon,  California,  has  re- 
cently become  a  life  member  of  the  Thoreau  Society. 
Life  membership  is  one  hundred  dollars. 

Prof.  William  Shurr  of  Washington  State  Univer- 
sity (Pullman  99164)  asks  if  anyone  knows  what 
translation  of  Cervantes  DON  QUIXOTE  Thoreau  read. 
Was  it  the  Jarvis  translation?  Can  anyone  help? 

The  only  full  color  reproduction  of  the  Maxham 
daguerreotype  of  Thoreau  we  have  ever  seen  appear- 
ed in  the  October,  1978,  issue  of  SKY.   It  is  the 
copy  now  in  the  National  Portrait  Gallery. 

In  reply  to  Stephen  Adams'  inquiry  about  the 
meaning  of  the  Indian  name,  Agiocochook,  for  Mount 
Washington  that  Thoreau  frequently  used,  both 
Robert  Ganley  and  George  Hannon  reported  that  the 
INDIAN  PLACE  NAMES  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  published  by 
the  Heye  Foundation  in  1962,  gives  it  as  variously 
as  "The  Lofty  Peak  of  the  Snowy  Forehead"  and  "at 
the  place  of  the  concealed  one." 

Your  secretary  is  grateful  to  Terri  and  Sam  Well- 
man  for  a  donation  of  Terri ' s  woodcut-of-Thoreau 
postcards  to  be  used  in  his  society  correspondence. 

In  response  to  the  query  on  the  origin  of  the 
mineral  name  thoreaulite,  Prof.  Clifford  Frondel  of 
Harvard  University's  Department  of  Geological  Sci- 
ences informs  us  that  it  was  named  after  J.  Thoreau, 
a  professor  at  the  University  of  Liege,  Belgium. 
There  are  a  number  of  Thoreaus  in  Belgium,  distantly 
related  to  HDT,  and  this  is  probably  one  of  them. 

We  are  grieved  to  note  the  passing  of  Miss  Doro- 
thea Harrison  of  Concord  at  the  age  of  81.   Doro- 
thea was  long  active  in  our  society  and  attended 
the  annual  meetings  regularly.   She  was  one  of  the 
most  active  members  of  our  Save  Walden  Committee. 

On  November  10,  the  Kanto  District  meeting  of  the 
Thoreau  Society  of  Japan  was  held  at  Taisho  Univer- 
sity in  Tokyo.   Speakers  included  the  President, 
Professor  Yahagi;  Koh  Kasegawa  on  "Thoreau  and  the 
Indians";'  and  Minoru  Iida  on  "The  Recent  Trends  of 
the  Thoreau  Studies  in  the  United  States." 

The  Antioch  (Ohio)  Bookplate  Co.  has  issued  a 
"1979  Images  of  Thoreau  Calendar"  with  colored 
photographs  by  Robert  Neulieb.  .  .  The  Z-Mark  Corp. 
(address  unknown)  produces  a  full-sized  brick 
labeled  "Thoreau  Me."   ...  Kulture  Kards  of 


Page  8 
Chicago  issue  a  greeting  card  saying,  "If  a  being 
does  not  keep  pace  with  its  contemporaries,  per- 
haps it  is  because  it  hears  a  different  drummer. 
Or  maybe  it's  just  a  weirdo."   .  .  .  John  Fisher 
has  recorded  a  song  entitled  "I  Want  To  Be  a  More 
Righteous  Man"  whose  first  stanza  is  "I  Want  to 
follow  a  different  drum/Even  if  I'm  the  only  one./ 
I  want  to  hear  when  I  am  done,/  'You  did  well,  my 
son.'"   .  .  .  The  cartoon  strip  "Hagar  the  «.  Horri- 
ble" by  Dik  Browne  recently  quoted  Thoreau' s  "The 
sound  of  the  night  warbler  is  heard  in  the  land" 
without  acknowledgment.  ...  A  hamburger  stand  in 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  is  known  as  "Walden  Pond"  and 
features  a  portrait  of  Thoreau  on  its  menus.  .  .  . 
The  High  Country  Citizens  Alliance  (Box  1066,  Cres- 
ted Butte,  Col.  81244)  sells  T-shirts  quoting  Thor- 
eau:  "The  sun  never  s£ts  on  a  cause  of  greater 
worth."   ...  A  men's  room  at  UCLA  has  the  follow- 
ing bit  of  graffiti:   "There  was  a  young  man  named 
Henry/  Lived  free  from  all  sin  and  venery/  He  al- 
ways said  no/  I'd  rather  not  go/  I've  a  date  with 
a  grand  piece  of  scenery."   ...  A  guide  to  juve- 
nile fiction  portraying  the  handicapped  by  Barbara 
Baskin  is  entitled  NOTES  FROM  A  DIFFERENT  DRUMMER 
(Bowker,  1978) .   ...  Kirk  Scharfenberg,  in  the 
Sept.  4,  1978  BOSTON  GLOBE,  says  in  passing,  "Thor- 
eau is  commonly  regarded  as  some  sort  of  crackpot 
genius  markedly  out  of  step  with  his  times."   .  . 
.  Historical  Products  (Box  220K,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  021 
02138)  sells  not  only  Thoreau  T-shirts  ($6.50),  but 
also  Thoreau  sweatshirts  ($12) ,  Thoreau  nightshirts 
($11),  Thoreau  totes  ($9.50),  and  Thoreau  aprons 
($8) .   ...  Ormond  Beach,  Florida,  now  has  a  real 
estate  development  called  "Lake  Walden  Villas." 


A  good  indication  of  the  world-wide  impact  of 
Thoreau  studies  today  is  this  photograph  of  Thoreau 
scholars  from  the  United  States,  Russia  and  Japan 
who  met  recently  in  Geneseo,  N.Y.   They  are:   Walter 
Harding,  Tsutomo  Shigematsu,  Nakamura  Gauken  College, 
Fukuoka,  Japan;  and  Nickita  Pokrovsky,  assistant 
professor  of  philosopy  at  Moscow  State  University. 
Prof.  Shigematsu  has  written  numerous  articles  on 
Thoreau  and  Prof.  Pokrovsky  did  his  doctoral  dis- 
sertation on  Thoreau  at  Moscow  State  University. 


